STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

PO Box 12265

Austin, TX 78711-2265

www.scjc.texas.gov Tel. (512) 463-5533

SWORN COMPLAINT FORM

o If you are filing a complaint about more than one judge, please use a separate form for

each judge.

o Complaints are not accepted against courts —
against whom you are complaining.

o Complaints must be mailed. Send the completed form and any additional pages or

supporting Information to the SCJC.

Complaints will

For SCJC use only

- Toll Free: (877) 228-5750

you must specifically name the judge

NOT be accepted by email, fax, or online.

Note: Please be sure to fill out each section completely. Do not leave any section blank. If you do not know the answer, write “I don’t
know.” If the question is not applicable, write “Not Applicable” or “NA.” Deficient complaints will be returned.

« | Identity of Complainant .
'5 Your Name: John Hatch Bate CI):;thll'th.. [(;1/06/1:16: 392-0840
S | Mailing Address: PO Box 204 Eour_l Agges' - a{ ( - ) y -
@ City, State Zip: san Marcos, TX 78667 mal ess. John@haysdems.org
& | Identity of Respondent Judge
-% Judge: Judicial candidate Robert Elwood Updegrove aka Robert E. Updegrove Court Number: County Court-at-Law # 3
& | City and County:
Identity of Attorney(s) Involved
Were / are you pro se (represent yourself)? [ represented by counsel? [
Comment: na
Your Attorney: n/a Opposing Attorney: n/a
© | Address: Address:
2 | City/Zip: City/Zip:
& | Phone Number: Phone Number:
Email Address: Email Address:
Previous Attorney(s)
Name(s) and Contact Information: nja
Nature of Complaint
If your complaint involves a court case (i.e., criminal, small claims, civil, family law, traffic, probate, etc.), answer the
following questions:
<
5 1. Name of court:
g 2. Case Number:
3. Title of suit (for example, State v. Jones or Jones v. Jones):
4. If you are not a party to this suit, what is your connection with it? Explain briefly.
Identity of Witnesses What did they witness? (Focus on the judge’s conduct, not rulings.)
Name(s) and Contact Information You may continue on separate sheets of paper if not enough room.
Yo}
é See Exhibit A attached hereto and
] incorporated herein for all purposes.
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Judge_~ Judicial candidate Robert Elwood Updegrove aka Robert E. Updegrove Your name: John Hatch

Details of Complaint

Please Tell the Commission what the judge did that you believe to be misconduct. Please focus on the judge’s conduct,
and not the judge’s rulings. (Rarely is a judge’s ruling subject to discipline by the Commission.) If more space is needed,
attach additional sheets, but please limit your complaint to no more than 20 pages. Your complaint should be as specific
as possible.

Date(s) of Alleged Misconduct of Judge: Se e EXh|b|t A AttaCh ed hereto

Factual Details of your complaint against the Judge:
You may continue on separate sheets of paper if not enough room.

SUMMARY OF COMPLAINTS - Robert Elwood Updegrove a.k.a Robert E. Updegrove a.k.a.
“Wood” Updegrove, a licensed Texas attorney, Texas State Bar #24117491, and Republican
Candidate for the judgeship of Hays County Court-at-Law #3 in the upcoming November general
election (hereinafter also referred to as “Candidate Updegrove”) has intentionally, knowingly and/or
recklessly engaged in courses of conduct set forth in Exhibit A attached hereto to confuse and
deceive the voters of Hays County, Texas by obfuscating the identity of the current Republican
Party candidate for the judgeship of Hays County Court-at-Law #3, in violation of the Texas Code
of Judicial Conduct, the Texas Elections Code and the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional
Conduct. In addition, Candidate Updegrove is disqualified from being a candidate for the judgeship
of Hays County Court-at-Law #3 under Texas Government Code § 25.0014, because he has not
been a resident of Hays County for at least two (2) years before the upcoming election, due to the
fact that he is and has been a resident of Guadalupe County for more than the past two (2) years.
For further information, please refer to Exhibit A attached hereto.

Section 6
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Jud /ge:_Judicial candidate Robert Elwood Updegrove aka Robert E. Updegrove Your name:_John Hatch

Factual Details of your complaint against the Judge (continued):

Section 6 (continued)
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Ji udg €._Judicial candidate Robert Elwood Updegrove aka Robert E. Updegrove Your name: John Hatch

Confidentiality
* [ understand that as part of the Commission's investigation the judge may be provided a copy of this complaint. *

Please note - the Commission will do its best to maintain your confidentiality, however, it may not be possible
for the Commission to pursue an investigation if you request that your identity be kept confidential from the
judge. Even if we do not contact the judge during the course of our investigation, there is a risk that one or
more of the witnesses contacted by our agency will disclose the investigation and your identity to the judge.

Section 7

I request that my identity be kept confidential. |E Yes ﬁ No

Additional Instructions

Affidavit

The State Commission on Judicial Conduct requires that complainants file a sworn complaint. The affidavits are
attached.

Two types of affidavits (choose one):

1. Affidavit Based on Personal Knowledge - (Complete this affidavit if the misconduct alleged is within your
direct personal knowledge.)

2. Affidavit Based on Information and Belief - (Complete this affidavit if the misconduct alleged is not within
your direct personal knowledge but is based on reasonable belief.) This can include misconduct that you did not
directly witness.

*** Failure to complete and submit an affidavit will cause your complaint to be noncompliant and returned. ***

Submission of supporting documents:

e In order for the Commission to comply with the statutory deadlines, additional information/documentation that
you would like to include as part of your complaint submission should be received in this office within thirty
(30) days after submission of your complaint. Please limit your additional information and/or evidence to twenty-
five (25) pages.

Section 8

e Please note that submission of documents/evidence in support of the underlying matter in litigation, (e.g.,
employment records, medical records, etc.) is seldom helpful and is discouraged. (In fact, submission of
irrelevant material can actually slow down the investigation of your complaint.)

e Instead of submitting voluminous information, it is recommended that you detail, in your complaint, the
information you possess that is available upon request.

e If you wish to supplement your complaint, please reference the material with your CJC number (that will be
provided to you) so that it is routed to the accurate file.

e Please focus your complaint on supporting information on the judge’s conduct instead of the judge’s rulings.

If you are submitting documents, please provide copies, not originals. Originals will not be returned.

Anonymous Submissions:

Anonymous submissions will be presented to the Commission which has the discretion to initiate a complaint based on
the anonymous report.
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Judge: Judicial Candidate Robert Elwood Updegrove aka Robert E. Updegrove Your name: John Hatch

Affidavit Based on Personal Knowledge - (Complete this affidavit if the misconduct alleged is within your direct
personal knowledge.)

Please completely fill out this form.

*** Failure to complete this form properly will cause your complaint to be noncompliant and returned. ***

I, , Complainant, swear that |
have knowledge of the facts alleged in this complaint. | declare that the foregoing

is true and correct and that the information contained in this complaint is true and
correct.

Signature of Complainant (Declarant)

Please complete EITHER the notary section OR the Unsworn Declaration section.

NOTARY SECTION

Section 9

AFFIX NOTARY STAMP/SEAL ABOVE

Sworn to and subscribed before me, by the said , this the

day of , 20

, to certify which, witness my hand and seal of office.

Signature of officer administering oath Printed name of officer administering oath Title of officer administering oath

UNSWORN DECLARATION SECTION

My name is and my date of birth is

My address is

(STREET) (CITY) (STATE) (ZIP) (COUNTRY)

Executed in County, State of

, on the

of , 0f 20

Signature of Complainant (Declarant)
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Ju dge Judicial candidate Robert Elwood Updegrove aka Robert E. Updegrove Your name: John Hatch

Affidavit Based on Information and Belief - (Complete this affidavit if the misconduct alleged is not within your direct
personal knowledge but is based on reasonable belief,)

Please completely fill out this form.

*** Failure to complete this form properly will cause your complaint to be noncompliant and returned. ***

I, John Hatch , Complainant, swear or
affirm that I have knowledge of the facts alleged in this complaint. I swear that I

have reason to believe and do believe that misconduct alleged in this complaint
has occurred. The source of my information and believe is (state below):

See Exhibit A attached hereto.

g g /L)
" K Sy

/ gignature of Complainant (Declarant)

Please complete EITHER the notary sectién OR the Unsworn Declaration section.

NOTARY SECTION

-

Section 10

AFFIX NOTARY STAMP/SEAL ABOVE

Sworn to and subscribed before me, by the said , this the

day of ,20 , to certify which, witness my hand and seal of office.

Signature of officer administering oath Printed name of officer administering oath Title of officer administering oath

OR
UNSWORN DECLARATION SECTION

My name is _John Hatch and my date of birth is 01/06/1964

My address is 215 W. San Antonio Street

San Marcos X 78666 USA
(STREET) (CITY) (STATE) (zIP) (COUNTRY)
+/
Executed in Hays County, State of Texas , on the
e VST
of AU@ = ,0f2024

V4 7474“&%

/ " Signature of Complainant (Declarant)
4
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EXHIBIT A

COMPLAINT AGAINST ROBERT ELWOOD UPDEGROVE, CANDIDATE FOR HAYS COUNTY
COURT-AT-LAW #3

SUMMARY OF COMPLAINTS - Robert Elwood Updegrove a.k.a Robert E. Updegrove a.k.a.
“Wood” Updegrove, a licensed Texas attorney, Texas State Bar #24117491, and Republican
Candidate for the judgeship of Hays County Court-at-Law #3 in the upcoming November
general election (hereinafter also referred to as “Candidate Updegrove”) has intentionally,
knowingly and/or recklessly engaged in courses of conduct set forth below to confuse and
deceive the voters of Hays County, Texas by obfuscating the identity of the current Republican
Party candidate for the judgeship of Hays County Court-at-Law #3, in violation of the Texas
Code of Judicial Conduct, the Texas Elections Code and the Texas Disciplinary Rules of
Professional Conduct. In addition, Candidate Updegrove is disqualified from being a candidate
for the judgeship of Hays County Court-at-Law #3 under Texas Government Code § 25.0014,
because he has not been a resident of Hays County for at least two (2) years before the
upcoming election, due to the fact that he is and has been a resident of Guadalupe County for
more than the past two (2) years.

.  TEXAS CODES AND RULES VIOLATED BY CANDIDATE UPDEGROVE

A. Violations of Texas Code of Judicial Conduct (TCJC) by Candidate Updegrove:

1. CANON 2 A: A judge shall comply with the law and should act at all times in a
manner that promotes public confidence in the integrity and impartiality of the
judiciary.

2. CANON 5(1): A judge or judicial candidate shall not:
(ii) knowingly or recklessly misrepresent the identity, qualifications, present
position, or other fact concerning the candidate or an opponent...

3. CANON 5(5): A judge or judicial candidate shall not knowingly make a false
declaration on a statutorily required application for a place on the ballot for any of
the courts listed in Canon 6A(1).

The above-referenced TCJC Canons are applicable to Candidate Updegrove since he is a Candidate
for Judicial Office and a Texas Licensed attorney, as set forth in TCJC Canons 6G. and 6H.
Accordingly, Candidate Updegrove is subject to sanctions, disciplinary action and/or review as set
forth in Canons 6G and 6H.

B. Violation of the Texas Elections Code (TEC) § 255.005 by Candidate Updegrove:
Sec. 255.005. MISREPRESENTATION OF IDENTITY.
(a) A person commits an offense if, with intent to injure a candidate or
influence the result of an election, the person misrepresents the person's
identity or, if acting or purporting to act as an agent, misrepresents the



identity of the agent's principal, in political advertising or a campaign
communication.
(b) An offense under this section is a Class A misdemeanor

C. Violation of the Texas Disciplinary Rules Of Professional Conduct (TDRPC) 8.04
Regarding Misconduct by Candidate Updegrove:

(a) A lawyer shall not:
(1) violate these rules, knowingly assist or induce another to do so, or do so
through the acts of another, whether or not such violation occurred in the
course of a client-lawyer relationship;...
(3) engage in conduct involving dishonesty, fraud, deceit or
misrepresentation;...
(12) violate any other laws of this state relating to the professional conduct of
lawyers and to the practice of law.

D. Violation of Texas Government Code § 25.0014 by Candidate Updegrove:
Texas Government Code § 25.0014 provides as follows:

QUALIFICATIONS OF JUDGE. The judge of a statutory county court must:
(1) be at least 25 years of age;
(2) be a United States citizen and have resided in the county for
at least two years before election or appointment; and
(3) be a licensed attorney in this state who has practiced law or
served as a judge of a court in this state, or both combined, for the
four years preceding election or appointment, unless otherwise
provided for by law. (emphasis added)

Il. BACKGROUND FACTS RELEVANT TO TEXAS CODES AND RULES VIOLATED BY
CANDIDATE UPDEGROVE

A. Robert Earl Updegrove (hereinafter also referred to as “Former Judge Updegrove”) is
the father of Candidate Updegrove. Former Judge Updegrove resides in Hays County, Texas at
4710 N. State Highway 123, San Marcos, Texas 78666. Candidate Updegrove and Former Judge
Updegrove shall also be referred to collectively as “the Updegroves”.

B. Candidate Updegrove resides with his wife, Amelia Nicole Jaeger (hereinafter also
referred to as “Candidate Updegrove’s Wife”), and other family, in Guadalupe County, Texas at
152 Navarro Crossing, Unit 3B, Seguin, Texas 78155 and has done so continuously from 2020 to
present.

C. Former Judge Updegrove was the Judge of the Hays County Court-at-Law # 1 from
2010 to 2022. In 2022, Former Judge Updegrove ran for re-election as the Republican Party
candidate for Judge of Hays County Court-at-Law # 1, using the names interchangeably of
“‘Robert Updegrove” and “Robert E. Updegrove” during such election and using the campaign
slogan “VOTE UPdegrove”. Former Judge Updegrove’s campaign treasurer during such election
was David S. Watts. Former Judge Updegrove was defeated in such election by his Democratic



Party opponent, Jimmy Alan Hall. Judge Hall took the bench on January 1, 2023 and is serving a
four (4) year term as the Judge of Hays County Court-at-Law # 1.

D. Also, in 2022, Elaine S. Brown ran as the Democratic Party candidate for the unexpired
term for Judge of Hays County Court-at-Law # 3. Ms. Brown defeated the Republican Party
candidate who had been appointed to such position. Judge Brown took the bench on January 1,
2023 and is currently serving the remainder of the unexpired term as the Judge of Hays County
Court-at-Law # 3, which ends on December 31, 2024. Judge Brown’s Court has been designated
as the Mental Health Court for Hays County. Judge Brown is currently running for re-election as
the Democratic Party candidate for such judicial position.

E. Candidate Updegrove is running as Judge Brown’s Republican Party candidate
opponent in the upcoming November 2024 election for the judgeship of Hays County Court-at-Law
# 3. Candidate Updegrove declared his candidacy on December 11, 2023, which was the last day
of the deadline for doing so. Candidate Updegrove was recruited to be the Republican Party
candidate shortly before the above-mentioned deadline. In fact, operatives of the Republican Party
were attempting to recruit candidates, other than Candidate Updegrove, just days before said
deadline to run for such judicial position. Candidate Updegrove is running for such position using,
among other things, the same names his father, Former Judge Updegrove, used in the 2022
election referenced above, being “Robert Updegrove” and “Robert E. Updegrove”, using the same
campaign slogan his father used “VOTE UPdegrove” and the same campaign treasurer his father
used, David S. Watts. Candidate Updegrove has made very limited public campaign appearances.
Candidate Updegrove has never been a Judge, either elected or appointed.

F. On July 28, 2020, Candidate Updegrove’s Wife, while married to Candidate Updegrove,
purchased a condominium in Guadalupe County, Texas, located at 152 Navarro Crossing, Unit 3B,
Seguin, Texas (hereinafter also referred to as the “Residence”), as is shown by the Warranty Deed
with Vendor’s Lien attached hereto as Exhibit #1, and incorporated herein for all purposes. Also,
on July 28, 2020, Candidate Updegrove and Candidate Updegrove’s Wife, as a married couple,
executed a Deed of Trust, attached hereto as Exhibit #2, and incorporated herein for all purposes,
granting a lien upon their Residence to secure the payment of a promissory note for the purchase
of their Residence. One of the provisions contained in said Deed of Trust that Candidate
Updegrove and Candidate Updegrove’s Wife, as Borrowers, agreed to sets forth as follows:

“6. Occupancy. Borrower shall occupy, establish, and use the Property as
Borrower’s principal residence within 60 days after the execution of this Security
Instrument and shall continue to occupy the Property as Borrower’s principal
residence for at least one year after the date of occupancy, unless Lender otherwise
agrees in writing, which consent shall not be reasonably withheld, or unless
extenuating circumstances exist which are beyond Borrower’s control.”

In addition, Candidate Updegrove’s Wife has claimed a Homestead property tax exemption
on their Residence located in Guadalupe County, as is shown by the true and correct copy of the
Guadalupe County Notices of Appraised Value attached hereto as Exhibit #3, and incorporated
herein for all purposes. Furthermore, according to a search of the Official Public Records of the
Hays County Clerk, neither Candidate Updegrove nor Candidate Updegrove’s Wife have ever
owned any real property in Hays County, as is evidenced by the true and correct copies of such



Official Public Records Search, attached hereto as Exhibit #4, and incorporated herein for all
purposes.

lll. DISCUSSION OF TEXAS CODES AND RULES VIOLATED BY CANDIDATE
UPDEGROVE

A. Discussion of Violations by Candidate Updegrove in Connection with
Misrepresentations: The course of conduct engaged in by Candidate Updegrove and Former
Judge Updegrove set forth in the facts stated above has been done intentionally, knowingly and/or
recklessly to confuse and deceive the electorate of Hays County as to which Updegrove is running
for the judgeship of Hays County Court-at-Law # 3. The following actions by the Updegroves,
acting in concert with one another, have led to this confusion and deception of the Hays County
electorate.

1. Same Names, Campaign Slogan And Campaign Treasurer Used by the
Updegroves Causing Confusion to Hays County Voters: Use of the same names of
“‘Robert Updegrove” and “Robert E. Updegrove”, Campaign Slogan and Campaign
Treasurer by Candidate Updegrove in his campaign, that his father previously used in his
campaign, is causing great confusion among Hays County voters as to just who the true
Republican candidate is for the judgeship of Hays County Court-at-Law # 3 in the
upcoming election. Many voters mistakenly think that Former Judge Updegrove is the
Republican Party candidate currently running for the judgeship of Hays County
Court-at-Law # 3.

2. Misrepresentation of Candidate on the Hays County Republican Party
Website: Attached hereto as Exhibit #5, and incorporated herein for all purposes, is a true
and correct copy of the Hays County Republican Party website as it existed on July 24,
2024 setting forth a list of the Republican Party candidates for the upcoming 2024 election.
Included on this website listing is a candidate designated as “Robert E. Updegrove”. Under
such candidate’s name is a listing for their campaign website and a facebook page
regarding same. There is no Facebook page provided for such candidate. However, when
the campaign website listed under such candidate’s name was accessed, instead of being
directed to a website of the alleged true candidate, the son, Candidate Updegrove, the
user was directed to the campaign website of the father, Former Judge Updegrove, as is
evidenced by Exhibit #6, attached hereto and incorporated herein for all purposes. who is
supposedly not currently running for office at all. The Hays County Republican Party
website represented that Former Judge Updegrove was the candidate for Hays County
Court-at-Law #3 for a number of months. This matter was brought to Candidate
Updegrove’s attention months ago, but he failed and refused to do anything to remedy this
misrepresentation. This egregious conduct evidences that Candidate Updegrove was
acting intentionally to misrepresent the identity of the true Republican Party candidate for
Hays County Court-at-Law #3 to Hays County voters. The Hays County Republican Party
website remained in the above-referenced state until sometime after July 24, 2024, when
it was changed. Now, instead of directing persons to Former Judge Updegrove’s campaign
website, it does not link to any campaign website. This does nothing to clarify the
confusion as to the Republican Party Candidate for Hays County Court-at-Law #3. It would
be an understatement to say that this is also very confusing to the Hays County electorate,



both Democrat and Republican alike. The Hays County electorate has to be left asking “If
the Hays County Republicans don’t know who their candidate is, then how am | supposed
to know?”.

3. Lack Of Information On The Internet: In addition, a search of the internet
regarding the Republican Party candidate for Hays County Court-at-Law # 3 yields no
clarity. The father’s, Former Judge Updegrove’s, old campaign website is included in the
search results. The son, Candidate Updegrove, has no election website. The only website
referring specifically to Candidate Updegrove is one connected to his law firm that has
been under construction since 2021, a true and correct copy of which is attached hereto as
Exhibit #7, and incorporated herein for all purposes. While Candidate Updegrove not
having a campaign website is not in violation of any law, the fact that his father, Former
Judge Updegrove still has his old election website on the internet and has not taken it
down indicates an intent to mislead the voters of Hays County.

4. Confusion at the Hays County Elections Office Caused by the
Updegroves: At beginning of the subject judicial campaign, even the Hays County
Election Office apparently was under the impression that it was the father, Former Judge
Updegrove, who is the Republican Party judicial candidate for Hays County Court-at-Law #
3, since campaign related reports filed by both the Updegroves were placed in the same
computer file on such office’s website. This confusion was not rectified until after a third
party brought this to the attention of officials at the Hays County Elections Office. Attached
hereto and incorporated herein for all purposes as Exhibit #8, are true and correct copies
of the aforementioned reports filed by Candidate Updegrove. Attached hereto and
incorporated herein for all purposes as Exhibit #9, is a true and correct copy of the Judicial
Candidate/Officeholder Campaign Finance Report filed by Former Judge Updegrove with
the Hays County Elections Office. From a review of the above-mentioned reports, it is no
wonder that the officials at the Hays County Elections Office were confused due to the
similarity of such reports. Both reports have the same candidate names on them, the same
addresses, the same Campaign Treasurer and even the same Notary. Their signatures are
even similar. This confusion could have been easily dispelled by Candidate Updegrove had
he simply used his different middle name on such reports. However, Candidate Updegrove
intentionally, knowingly and/or recklessly chose not to do so. Once more, the Hays County
electorate has to be left asking “If the Hays County Elections Office does not know who
the candidate is, then how am | supposed to know?”

5. Limited Public Campaign Appearances by Candidate Updegrove Leads to
Hays County Voter Confusion: Although there have been several public speaking forums
at which Candidate Updegrove could have appeared in person to clear up some of the
confusion regarding his candidacy, he has failed to do so. It is apparent that Candidate
Updegrove is intentionally and knowingly not appearing at such forums, in order to confuse
the Hays County Electorate. The only public event at which Candidate Updegrove has
appeared, as far as is known, was the Wimberley July 4th parade. Attached hereto as
Exhibit #10 are photographs of Candidate Updegrove and Former Judge Updegrove
participating in such parade. Former Judge Updegrove is seen driving the truck with
Candidate Updegrove on the trailer. However, these photographs provide no clarity as to
the identity of the candidate. The campaign signs state that the candidate is “Robert



Updegrove” and are the same as those used by Former Judge Updegrove during his 2022
campaign, except the Court number has been changed from 1 to 3. This confusion could
be easily cleared up by placing Candidate Updegrove’s full name and possibly a
photograph of him on such signage, but that has not been done.

While none of the matters set forth above, standing alone, conclusively establish a course
of action to intentionally, knowingly and/or recklessly deceive and cause confusion to Hays County
voters, all of the above matters taken as a whole, leave no doubt that this is the case. Is the
candidate the father, Former Judge Updegrove, an experienced jurist, or the son, Candidate
Updegrove, who has no judicial experience? There has been no effort on the part of Candidate
Updegrove to clarify just who the Republican Party candidate is for Hays County Court-at-Law #3.

The above actions of the Candidate Updegrove is violative of TCJC Canon 5(1) since
Candidate Updegroves has knowingly or recklessly misrepresented the identity, qualifications,
present position, and other facts concerning the true Republican Party candidate for Hays County
Court-at-Law #3. Such actions of the Candidate Updegrove is also in violation of TEC § 255.005 in
that, with intent to influence the result of the election, Candidate Updegrove has misrepresented
the identity of the true candidate for Hays County Court-at-Law # 3 in political advertising and in
campaign communications. Further, Candidate Updegrove is in violation of TDRPC 8.04(a)(3) by
the above actions because he has engaged in conduct involving dishonesty, fraud, deceit or
misrepresentation. By violating the above Codes and Rules, Candidate Updegrove has also
violated TCJC Canon 2 A and TDRPC 8.04(a)(1), and (12).

B. Discussion of Violations by Candidate Updegrove in Connection with the
Residency Qualifications:

As is set forth above, in accordance with Texas Government Code § 25.0014, a
candidate for Hays County Court-at-Law #3 must have resided in Hays County for at least two (2)
years before election or appointment. It is clear from the evidence presented herein that
Candidate Updegrove does not meet the County residence qualification set forth in such Code,
and that he should be disqualified from running for such judicial office for the following reasons:

1. The Property Tax Homestead Exemption Claimed by Candidate
Updegrove’s Wife on Their Residence in Guadalupe County Establishes Candidate
Updegrove’s Primary Residence.

In Texas, a married couple can only exempt one homestead for protection from
creditors and for property tax exemption purposes. It is apparent from the Warranty Deed
and the Deed of Trust, attached hereto as Exhibits #1 and #2, respectively, that at the time
Candidate Updegrove’s Wife acquired their Residence in Guadalupe County, they were
married. In fact, Candidate Updegrove’s signature on such Deed of Trust was required
because under Texas Family Code §5.001, neither spouse may encumber their
homestead without the joinder of the other spouse. They also promised in Paragraph 6 of
the Deed of Trust to “occupy, establish, and use the Property as Borrower’s principal
residence within 60 days after the execution of this Security Instrument and shall continue
to occupy the Property as Borrower’s principal residence for at least one year after the
date of occupancy”. As evidenced by Exhibit #3, Candidate Updegrove’s Wife has



designated their Residence located in Guadalupe County as their homestead for tax
purposes. The primary eligibility criterion for a Texas homestead property tax exemption is
that the property must be the owner's primary residence as of January 1st of the tax year.
As evidenced by the Official Hays County Records Search set forth in Exhibit #4 attached
hereto, neither Candidate Updegrove, nor Candidate Updegrove’s Wife own any real
property in Hays County, nor has there been any indication from either of them that their
residence is anywhere but Guadalupe County. Accordingly, the above establishes that
Candidate Updegrove’s residence has been in Seguin, Guadalupe County, Texas for more
than the past 2 years.

2. To Meet the Residence Qualification of Texas Government Code §
25.0014, Candidate Updegrove Had to Decide that He was Going to Run for County
Court-at-Law #3 and Begin Residing In Hays County Before the November 2022
Election. In order to meet the residency qualification for the 2024 election, Candidate
Updegrove would have needed to begin residing in Hays County, Texas prior to the 2022
election. The 2022 general election was held on Tuesday, November 8, 2022. The 2024
election is set to be held on Tuesday, November 5, 2024. Accordingly, Candidate
Updegrove would have needed to be residing in Hays County by November 5, 2022 (which
is a date prior to the 2022 election, and at a time before the outcome of the 2022 election
had been decided) at the latest to be qualified to be a candidate for such judgeship. This
did not happen because Candidate Updegrove was not recruited as the Republican
candidate until shortly before the December 11, 2023 deadline to declare his candidacy.
The fact that Candidate Updegrove is claiming that he has been residing in Hays County
since November 5, 2022 strains credulity since Candidate Updegrove, as a husband and
father, would have needed to be residing away from his family for over two (2) years before
he even knew he would be running for election to the Hays County Court-at-Law #3.

3. Misrepresentation of Identity on Application by Candidate Updegrove. In
order to qualify as a candidate for the Hays County Court-at-Law #3 in the 2024 election,
Candidate Updegrove was required to complete an Application for a Place on the General
Primary Ballot (the “Application”) and provide the Application to the Hays County
Republican Party Chairman. On the Application, Candidate Updegrove would have been
required to designate his permanent residence address. Upon information and belief, the
address designated on such Application by Candidate Updegrove was his father’s address
in San Marcos, Hays County, Texas noted above, and not Candidate Updegrove’s true
permanent residence address in Seguin, Guadalupe County, Texas, as noted above.

The foregoing actions regarding residency qualifications of Candidate Updegrove are in
violation of the following Codes and Rules. Texas Government Code § 25.0014 has been
violated by Candidate Updegrove in that his true permanent residence address is located in
Seguin, Guadalupe County, Texas and has been for more than the past two years. This
disqualifies him from being a 2024 judicial candidate for the Hays County Court-at-Law #3. The
believed misrepresentation on the Application regarding Candidate Updegrove’'s permanent
residence address is in violation of TCJC Canon 5(5) in that Candidate Updegrove knowingly
made a false declaration on a statutorily required application for a place on the ballot for any of the
courts listed in Canon 6A(1) and is also in violation of TEC § 255.005 in that with intent to
influence the result of the election Candidate Updegrove has misrepresented the identity of the



true candidate for Hays County Court-at-Law # 3 in campaign communications. Further, Candidate
Updegrove is in violation of TDRPC 8.04(a)(3) by the above actions because he has engaged in
conduct involving dishonesty, fraud, deceit or misrepresentation. By violating the above Codes
and Rules, Candidate Updegrove has also violated TCJC Canon 2 A and TDRPC 8.04(a)(1), and
(12).

In conclusion, Candidate Updegove should not be allowed to run, nor be elected to Hays
County Court-at-Law #3 for the reasons set forth above. If the voters of Hays County cannot trust
him as a candidate, how can he be trusted as a judge? The voters of Hays County should be
judged by someone who is a resident of Hays County and not an outsider. Accordingly, Candidate
Updegrove should be disciplined, sanctioned and disqualified from being a candidate for the
judgeship of such Court. The electorate of Hays County deserves better.
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EXHIBIT 3

This is NOT a Tax Do Not Pay From

Statement 2024 Notice of Appraised Value This Notice

GUADALUPE APPRAISAL DISTRICT Account #: 168335
3000 N AUSTIN STREET Ownership %: 100.00
SEGUIN, TX 78155 Geo ID: 1G3855-0000-003B0-4-18
Website: www.guadalupead.org Legal: NAVARRO CROSSING UNIT 3-B .11 AC CONDO UNIT
Phone: 830 303 3313 Fax: 830 372 2874 ONLY
. Legal Acres:
DATE OF NOTICE: April 15, 2024 Situs: 152 NAVARRO CROSSING TX

Appraiser:*PJS
Owner ID: 246424

APPRAISAL NOTICE
Property ID: 168335 - 1G3855-0000-003B0-4-18
JAEGER AMELIA NICOLE
152 NAVARRO CROSSING UNIT 3B
SEGUIN, TX 78155

Dear Property Owner,
We have appraised the property listed above for the tax year 2024. As of January 1, our appraisal is outlined below.

Appraisal Information Last Year - 2023 Proposed - 2024
Market Value of Improvements (Structures / Buildings, etc.) 244,179 239,293
Market Value of Non Ag/Timber Land 0 0
Market Value of Ag/Timber Land 0 0
Market Value of Personal Property/Minerals 0 0
Total Market Value 244,179 239,293
Productivity Value of Ag/Timber Land 0 0
Appraised Value 200,860 220,946
Homestead Cap Value/Circuit Breaker Limitation 200,860 220,946
Exemptions  (DV - Disabled Vet; DP-Disabled Person; HS-Homestead; OV65-Over 65) HS HS
2023 2023 . . 2024 Proposed 2024 2024

Exemption Amount Taxable Value Taxing Unit Appraised Value Exemption Amount Taxable Value
5,000 195,860  GUADALUPE COUNTY 220,946 5,000 215,946
8,000 192,860 LATERAL ROAD 220,946 8,000 212,946
0 200,860  CITY OF SEGUIN 220,946 0 220,946
100,000 100,860  NAVARRO I.S.D. 220,946 100,000 120,946

The difference between the 2019 appraised value and the 2024 appraised value is 153.99%.

An (*) next to the Taxing Unit name indicates a tax ceiling exists for the taxing unit.

The Texas Legislature does not set the amount of your local taxes. Your property tax burden is decided by your locally elected officials, and all inquiries concerning your
taxes should be directed to those officials.

If you qualified your home for an age 65 or older or disabled person homestead exemption, the school taxes on that property cannot increase as long as you own and live in that home. The

tax ceiling is the amount you pay in that year that you qualified for the age 65 or older or disabled person exemption. The school taxes on your home may not go above the amount of the
ceiling, unless you improve the home (other than normal repairs or maintenance).

The governing body of each taxing unit decides whether taxes on the property will increase, and the appraisal district only determines the property's value.
LOCAL PROPERTY TAX DATABASE
Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you can easily access information regarding your property taxes, including .
information regarding the amount of taxes that each entity that taxes your Property will impose if the entity adopts its proposed tax rate. Your local property tax database will
be updated regularly during August and September as local elected officials propose and adopt the property tax rates that will determine how much you pay in property taxes.
A propertz owner may request from the county assessor-collector for the county in which the property is located or, if the county assessor-collector does not assess taxes for the county, the
person who assesses taxes for the county under Section 6.24(b), contact information for the assessor for each taxing unit in which the property is located, who must provide the information
described by this subsection to the owner on request.
County Tax Assessor-Collector: GUADALUPE COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR 307 W. COURT ST., SEGUIN, TEXAS 78155 (830)379-2315
A property owner may register on the appraisal district's internet website, if the appraisal district maintains an internet website, to have notifications regarding updates to the property tax
database delivered to the owner by e-mail.
You may qualify for the real property other than residence homestead circuit breaker limitation if your property's appraised value is not more than the amount determined under Tax Code
Section 23.231 Subsection (j) for the tax year in which the property first qualified. Under Section 23.231, Tax Code, for the 2024, 2025, and 2026 tax years, the appraised value of real
property other than a residence homestead for ad valorem tax purposes may not be increased by more than 20 percent each year, with certain exceptions. The circuit breaker limitation
provided under Section 23.231, Tax Code, expires December 31, 2026. Unless this expiration date is extended by the Texas Legislature, beginning in the 2027 tax year, the circuit breaker
limitation provided under Section 23.231,Tax Code, will no longer be in effect and may result in an increase in ad valorem taxes imposed on real property previously subject to the limitation.
Visit the appraisal district's website to elect to exchange communications with a tax official electronically under Subsection (a-2) of Tax Code Section 1.085.
To file a protest, complete the notice of protest form following the instructions included in the form and no later than the deadline below, mail or deliver the form to the
the appraisal review board at the following address: 3000 N. AUSTIN ST., SEGUIN, TEXAS 78155

Deadline for filing a protest: May 15, 2024

Location of Hearings: 3000 N. AUSTIN ST., SEGUIN, TEXAS 78155

ARB will begin hearings: May 16, 2024
Enclosed are copies of the following documents published by the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts: (1) Taxpayer Assistance Pamphlet and (2) notice of protest.
Property owners who file a notice of protest with the appraisal review board (ARB) may request an informal conference with the appraisal district to attempt to resolve a dispute prior to a
formal ARB hearing. In counties with populations of 1 million or more, property owners may request an ARB special panel for certain property protests.
Contact your appraisal district for further information.

Peter Snaddon, Chief Appraiser
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Hays County Clerk
Self-Service Web EXHIBIT 4

Log in

Please log in

Official Public Record Search - Web

Search Instructions

Individual Names should be entered Last First (i.e. Smith James). For a broader search, use only a last name and first initial.

Organizational Names should be entered as they are spelled (i.e. Texas Bank).

Recorder Documents are indexed from Aug 24, 1848 through Jul 23, 2024

Clerk Documents are indexed through

Both Names
X JAEGER AMELIA NICOLE Grantor Grantee
Q, Type here to filter... Q, Type here to filter... Q, Type here to filter...

Recording Date = Recording Date

Start End Instrument Number
mm/dd/yyyy g || mmiddiyyyy b

Book Page

Book Volume Page Notes

Q, Type here t

Document Types

Q

Use Advanced Name Searching (What is this?)

® Recent searches C Clear Selections Search Q

No results found, please try a new search or remove applied Filters

Official Public Record Search - Web Both Names contains JAEGER AMELIA NICOLE

© Copyright 2014-2023 Tyler Technologies | Version 2023.1.25

https://erss.co.hays.tx.us/web/search/DOCSEARCH149S1 1/2



7124/24, 8:11 PM Self-Service: Document Search

Hays County Clerk

Self-Service Web
Log in

Please log in

© Copyright 2014-2023 Tyler Technologies | Version 2023.1.25

https://erss.co.hays.tx.us/web/search/DOCSEARCH149S1 2/2



7124/24, 8:11 PM Self-Service: Document Search
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Self-Service Web
Log in

Please log in

Official Public Record Search - Web

Search Instructions

Individual Names should be entered Last First (i.e. Smith James). For a broader search, use only a last name and first initial.

Organizational Names should be entered as they are spelled (i.e. Texas Bank).

Recorder Documents are indexed from Aug 24, 1848 through Jul 23, 2024

Clerk Documents are indexed through

Both Names
X UPDEGROVE ROBERT ELWOOD Grantor Grantee
Q, Type here to filter... Q, Type here to filter... Q, Type here to filter...

Recording Date = Recording Date

Start End Instrument Number
mm/dd/yyyy g || mmiddiyyyy b

Book Page

Book Volume Page Notes

Q, Type here t

Document Types

Q

Use Advanced Name Searching (What is this?)

® Recent searches C Clear Selections Search Q

No results found, please try a new search or remove applied Filters

Official Public Record Search - Web Both Names contains UPDEGROVE ROBERT ELWOOD
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EXHIBIT 5

J 512-268-9354 Q 6000 FM 150, Kyle, TX 78640 ¥y 0

CANDIDATES

NOTE: Candidates are listed in Ballot Order for the Hays County Republican Primary. n

FEDERAL CANDIDATES

| Donald J. Trump| Donald J. Trump
2N
& DonaldJTrump.com
@DonaldTrump

Keep The HCRP Strong
Help us elect more
committed conservatives to
local, state, and federal
offices in 2024 & beyond.

Ted Cruz

o
& TedCruz.org
@TedCruzPage

Congressional District 21

Chip Roy

o .

00 ChipRoy.com
@ChipRoyforCongress

https://hayscountygop.org/candidates/ 1/7
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Congressional District 35
UPCOMING EVENTS

Michael Rodriguez

@ RodriguezForCongress.org JUL 1 4:30 pm

[Michael Rodriguez Profile Page] 2 HCRW: Dinner, n

Thu Drinks &
(i:‘ttPS:” Discussion @

aysco .
untygo Willow Lake
p.orgic| Watering Hole &

alendar  \erchatile

Steven Wrigh

Christi Craddick|

laction~
oneday/ (https://hayscou

exact_d ntygop.org/even
ate~7-  yhcrw-ddd-

. 25-
Steven Wright 2024 2024-07-25/?
A, : - instance_id=139
o) [Link Not Provided] 6)
[Link Not Provided]
AUG ' 6:30 pm

19  Executive
Mon Committee
(https://| Meeting @

haysco
untygo Hays County

p.org/c | Republican

STATE CANDIDATES alendar | party Welcome

laction~ Cent
oneday/ enter
exact_d (https:/hayscou

Railroad Commissioner ate~8- ' ntygop.org/even

19- :
2024]) t/ec-meeting-
2024-08-19/?
Christi Craddick instance_id=138
i) isti i S
03 ChristiCraddick.com )
@ChristiCraddick AUG

6:00 pm WVC ~
20 HCRW~WAR~
Tue DSR: Potluck ...

(https:/l | @ Wimberley

haysco
untygo VFW Post

Justice, Supreme Court of Texas, Place 2 p.orglc| #6441

| Jimmy Blacklockl

alendar | (https://hayscou

faction~ ntygop.org/even
H oneday/ X

Jimmy Blacklock exact d | /gotv-2024-08-
& JimmyBlacklock.com ate~8- | 20/?
~ . . 20- . .

@JimmyBlacklockCampaign 2024/) instance_id=139

3)
SEP 6:30 pm

2 3 Executive

Mon Committee
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https://hayscountygop.org/candidates/
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laction~
oneday/ Center

217



7/24/24, 7:46 PM

Candidates — Hays County Republican Party

John Devine

o)
-4

JusticeDevineTX.com
[Link Not Provided]

Justice, Supreme Court of Texas, Place 6

Jane Bland

Jane Bland
o) JusticeJaneBland.com
& .

@JudgedaneBland

Presiding Judge, Court of Criminal Appeals

| David J. Schenckl

David J. Schenck

o)
-4

KeepJusticeSchenck.com
@Justice.David.Schenck

Judge, Court of Criminal Appeals, Place 7

Gina Parker

o)
-4

GinaParkerCampaign.com
[Link Not Provided]

Judge, Court of Criminal Appeals, Place 8

https://hayscountygop.org/candidates/

Lee Finley
AT .
00 GLeeFinley.com

@FinleyforJudge

State Senator, District 25

exact_d
ate~9-
23-
2024/)

ocCT

2

Mon
(https://
haysco
untygo
p.orgl/c
alendar
laction~
oneday/,
exact_d
ate~10-
21-
2024/)

NOV

1

(https://
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p.orgl/c
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oneday/,
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1-
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instance_id=139
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instance_id=139
3)
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Donna Campbell Statement from HCRP Chair
S DonnaCampbell.com Michelle Lopez
@DonnaCampbellTX Welcome
State Delegate Application
(2024)

Precinct Convention
Locations (2024)

Precinct, SD21 & SD25 n
Convention Notices (2024)

Hays County Elections

Dept: Equipment Test

State Representative, District 45 Notice of Drawing for Place

on Ballot (2024)

| Tennyson Moreno| Tennyson Moreno Hays County Voting Precinct
@ TennysonMoreno.com Map (2024)
[Tennyson Moreno Profile Page] Executive Committee
Meeting

Voting Center Locations
2023 Constitutional
Amendments Ballot

State Representative, District 73 Hays County Voting Precinct

Map for 2023 Election
Group Meetings / Events /

Carrie Isaac

IsaacForTexas.com Activities

HCRW: Wimberley
Independence Day Parade
Float (2023)

Why Attend The Lincoln-
Reagan Dinner?

@CarrielsaacForTexas

Justice, 3rd Court of Appeals District, Place 2
John Messinger

[Link Not Provided]
[Link Not Provided]

District Judge, 22nd Judicial District

R. Bruce Boyer| R. Bruce Boyer

[Link Not Provided]
[Link Not Provided]

https://hayscountygop.org/candidates/ a/7
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District Judge, 483rd Judicial District

Tanner Neidhardt Tanner Neidhardt
TannerForTexas.com
@Tanner.Neidhardt

County Court at Law, No. 3

| Robert E. Updegrove| Robert E. Updegrove

VoteUpdegrove.com
[Link Not Provided]

COUNTY CANDIDATES

County Sheriff

Anthony Hipolito
HipolitoForSheriff.com
@HipolitoforHaysCounty

County Commissioner, Precinct 3

| Morgan Hammerl Morgan Hammer
HammerForHays.com
[Link Not Provided]

https://hayscountygop.org/candidates/ 517
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Constable, Precinct 2

David L. Saenz, Sr.

SaenzForHaysCountyConstable2.com
[David L. Saenz, Sr. Profile Page]

Constable, Precinct 3

Don Montague

DonMontagueForConstable.com
@DonMontagueforConstable

Constable, Precinct 4

Dave Graham

DaveForHays.com
@DaveForConstable

Constable, Precinct 5

John Ellen

ReElectJohnEllen.com
[John Ellen Profile Page]

https://hayscountygop.org/candidates/ 6/7
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Kaira

https://hayscountygop.org/candidates/ 717
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Home Take Action Photos and Calendar Where to Vote Endorsements

Getting to know Robert Updegrove

Robert Updegrove is a long time San Marcos resident, a practicing local attorney, and a judicial candidate for
Hays County Court at Law 1. Robert Updegrove and his siblings were born and raised on the Texas Gulf Coast.
They graduated from Aransas Pass High School knowing that they were expected not only to attend, but to
graduate from college. His parents and grandparents were nvolved in the commercial fishing industry, with
strong ties to and a watchful eye over the continued health of this community. In addition, his father assisted
lobbying efforts for Seafood Producers Association for both the rights of those involved in commercial fishing and
for the protection of this precious natural resource. Over the years, Robert Updegrove has worked in and has
experience with: commercial fishing, construction, aviation, education and the legal profession. As a child and
throughout college, Robert and his brother owned and operated a commercial fishing/shrimping business.

He taught Business Management classes at Palo Alto College in San Antonio and was a technical writer
contracted to Northwest Airlines. He co-owned a specialty residential renovation company. Robert now practices
law full time serving both criminal and civil cases in Hays County and the surrounding communities. He also
practices mediation in civil law suits.

Robert Updegrove is a firm believer in service to the community and giving back to the community he lives in.
This is an attitude that he shares with his wife and they stress to their children. Robert has been active with
youth sports, coaching several teams with friends and family. He has worked locally on several Cattle Barron
benefits supporting American Cancer Society. Robert was the treasurer for United Way of Hays County and is
currently serving as a board member. Robert is a member of Texas Criminal Defense Lawyers Association. He is
active in the Republican Party and a member of the San Marcos Chamber of Commerce as well as a member of
various youth booster clubs. Robert is a member and deacon of First Christian Church.

Robert's Thoughts On Our County Court Judicial System

People want judges who focus their time and attention on the work of the court. They want a person who United Way of Hays County
works tirelessly for the citizens of their county. Someone who is fair, accessible, decisive, even tempered, a
person who they feel is on their side and one who can make the tough decisions. First Christian Church
Robert Updegrove recognizes that people can, and often do, disagree in good faith on many issues. In all
contested matters, there are two sides. As judge, Robert will listen to both sides prior to making a decision. Hays County Republican Part
Robert Updegrove believes "We need judges who decide cases based on what the law is, not what they think it
should be ... not biased toward defense or prosecution ... plaintiff or defendant or special interest." Texas Criminal Defense Lawye
Every success Robert Updegrove has enjoyed has come as the result of hard work. He will continue to work Association

both hard and smart for the citizens of Hays County as Judge of the County Court at Law #1.
San Marcos Chamber of Comme

ROBERT UPDEGROVE: AN EXPERIENCED, QUALIFIED, AND HARD WORKING

ATTORNEY WHO WILL BE A CONSISTENT, FAIR, DECISIVE, AND ACCESSIBLE JUDGE
FOR ALL! Saint Mary's School of Law

Texas State University

voteupdegrove.com 17
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